A comparison of clinical features in tuberculosis associated with infection with human immunodeficiency viruses 1 and 2.
Between July 1989 and December 1990, 4504 new adult patients with tuberculosis were screened for antibodies to human immunodeficiency viruses (HIV) 1 and 2 in Abidjan's 2 tuberculosis treatment centres. The prevalence levels of HIV-1 and HIV-2 infections were 30.2% and 4.2% respectively, a further 9.3% of patients reacting serologically to both viruses. Patients in all 3 seropositive groups differed significantly from seronegatives in having a higher frequency of AIDS-related features such as wasting, chronic diarrhoea, oral candidiasis and generalized lymphadenopathy. These data support earlier work showing an association between HIV-2 infection and similar opportunistic diseases which complicate HIV-1 infection, including tuberculosis. Despite the differences between seropositive and seronegative groups, symptoms and signs of tuberculosis may mimic those of AIDS. HIV testing should be more widely available for the clinical care of tuberculosis patients in Africa, as well as for epidemiological surveillance.